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ABOUT QUEENSLAND 
FARMERS
QFF is the united voice of intensive 
agriculture in Queensland. It is a 
federation that represents the interests 
of peak state and national industry 
organisations, which in turn collectively 
represent more than 13,000 primary 
producers across the state. QFF engages 
in a broad range of economic, social, 
environmental and regional issues of 
strategic importance to the productivity, 
sustainability and growth of the 
agricultural sector. QFF’s mission is to 
secure a strong and sustainable future 
for Queensland farmers by representing 
the common interests of our member 
organisations:

CANEGROWERS
Cotton Australia
Growcom
Nursery & Garden Industry Queensland
Queensland Chicken Growers 
Association
Queensland Dairyfarmers’ Organisation
Burdekin River Irrigation Area 
Central Downs Irrigators Limited
Bundaberg Regional Irrigators Group
Flower Association
Pioneer Valley Water
Pork Queensland Inc.
Queensland Chicken Meat Council
Queensland United Egg Producers

IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE TO QUEENSLAND

JOBS + REGIONAL  
ECONOMIES

EXPORT  
OPPORTUNITIES

THE SECTOR 
IS A MAJOR 
EMPLOYER

BEING HEAVILY 
EXPORT 
ORIENTATED

EMPLOYING 

60,608 
QUEENSLANDERS
and underpinning many regional and rural communities.

APPROXIMATELY 

In 2015-16, it was estimated that 

In the 2015 calendar year, Queensland 
agricultural merchandise exports contributed 

to the state’s economy
(excluding sugar)

315,000 PEOPLE 

$9.16 BILLION

WERE EMPLOYED ACROSS THE WHOLE FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN

LAND + NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT

PILLAR OF THE STATE ECONOMY 

UNIQUE ABILITY 
TO DELIVER 
FOOD SECURITY, 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AND ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY

As the major custodian of the land, 
agriculture plays the major and 
critical role in managing the state’s 
natural resources.

OF THE STATE
APPROXIMATELY

IS USED FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

20% 
GREATER

than the average for the  
past 5 YEARS

The total value of Queensland’s primary industry 
commodities for 2016-17, comprising GVP at the farm gate 
and first-stage processing, is forecast to be 

2016-17

2015-16

$19.95 BILLION

the sector is important to 
maintaining the state’s balance 
of payments

Sugar exports were worth an additional 

$1.6 BILLION

Government investment 
in agriculture delivers 
high economic, 
environmental and 
social returns for 
relatively low risk. 

Agriculture is the only 
sectoral investment 
that can simultaneously 
deliver food security, 
environmental 
sustainability and 
economic opportunity. 

= 144 MILLION 
HECTARES [ [

26,000
farm businesses across the state

84%

SUMMARY OF POLICY ACTIONS NEEDED

01. ELECTRICITY

•	 Set the prices for Queensland networks 
at efficient levels. The Queensland 
Government must direct EQ to optimise 
network assets and set prices at efficient 
levels, at least 40% below existing levels.

•	 Remove hidden taxes – the Queensland 
Government must not subject its 
government owned natural monopolies 
to competitive neutrality payments. 

•	 Remove the solar bonus from a network 
charge – instead ensure that this is a 
cost under consolidated revenues.

•	 Introduce the five-minute settlement 
period, with this change being phased 
in over three years to allow generators 
to adjust. 

•	 Comprehensive reform program for 
electricity network tariffs and enabling 
metering. The economic deployment 
of advanced metering will be necessary 
to achieve the full benefits of network 
tariff reform for customers; and 
grandfathering arrangements for 
irrigators currently utilising T62, 65  
and 66. 

02. WATER

•	 Develop a regulatory mechanism to 
facilitate future access to reserves in 
existing Water Plans which have set 
strategic water for future planning 
projects.

•	 Facilitate temporary water trading.

•	 Commit to affordable bulk water prices 
for SunWater and SEQWater schemes 
and provision funding for QFF to 
contract specialists to ensure irrigated 
agriculture can meaningfully respond to 
the pending pricing investigations.

•	 Commit to greater protection for 
irrigation infrastructure – government 
has made significant investments in 
several schemes where future viability 
is being eroded by pricing and non-
agricultural land development within 
these catchments. 

•	 Commit to machinery of government 
change to align agricultural water within 
the agriculture portfolio to deliver better 
policy development and outcomes, 
control and governance of agricultural 
water.

04. JOBS, 
SKILLS AND 
PRODUCTIVITY

•	 Commit $2 million over 3 years to 
establish a Workforce Planning Team 
in QFF to ensure the sector can meet 
the workforce challenges ahead and 
continue to coordinate and deliver 
important projects that are benefitting 
the whole sector.

•	 Maintain funding for existing workforce 
programs.

•	 Fund skill sets relevant to industry 
requirements.

•	 Increase RD&E investment to realise 
productivity gains, ($1 of R&D 
investment provides $10.15 economic 
return) and build knowledge across 
sector to enable further innovation. 

06. PROTECTING 
AGRICULTURAL 
LAND

•	 Simplify the planning framework to 
provide greater protections for prime 
agricultural land and enable the sector 
to capitalise on future opportunities.

•	 Support industry developed guideline 
for large-scale solar projects 
(underway), and commit to developing a 
State Code.

•	 Enforce immediate and universal 
adoption of the rating systems guideline 
by local governments. 

•	 Enforce local government budget 
transparency.

•	 Commit $1 million over 3 years 
to enable intensive agriculture to 
adequately liaise and negotiate with the 
on-shore unconventional gas sector and 
other extractive resource industries.

09. GREAT  
BARRIER REEF

•	 Continue investment at or above 
current levels in voluntary industry-led 
FMS/BMP programs.

•	 Adopt a long term strategic funding 
model commensurate with water 
quality targets.

•	 Do not introduce increased regulation 
in the Reef catchment.

•	 Expand the sources of information that 
informs the Reef Report Card.

10. VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT

•	 Conduct an independent review of 
Queensland’s vegetation management 
framework, with recommendations 
observed by government, to deliver 
a sensible, sustainable, long-term 
vegetation management system for 
Queensland.

•	 Enable responsible growth and shifts 
in the agricultural footprint to realise 
better environmental outcomes 
through workable provisions for 
high value and irrigated high value 
agricultural land.

03. RD&E –  
WATER/ENERGY/ 
PRODUCTIVITY NEXUS

•	 Commit $750,000 over 12 months to 
properly investigate the ‘nexus’ issue. 
This work would examine the water/
energy/productivity relationships and 
the implications of not addressing this 
key issue for irrigated agriculture.

•	 Commit $36 million over 3 years to 
an integrated industry program that 
addresses the research findings and 
targets energy and water efficiencies 
along with productivity outcomes. 

08. CONNECTION 
INFRASTRUCTURE

•	 Long term commitment of $15 million 
per year for mobile black spot funding.

•	 Provide collaborative leadership 
to realise equitable, reliable and 
affordable telecommunications services 
for farmers and people living in 
regional/rural Queensland.

•	 Recognise the role of the National 
Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR).

•	 Commit to improving access to state 
and local government controlled roads.

•	 Commit to strategic, long term 
investment in road and rail upgrades to 
lower freight costs for farm businesses.

07. RISK 
MANAGEMENT 
AND CLIMATE 
VARIABILITY

•	 Commit $500,000 over 3 years 
to develop a farmer-owned data 
repository of farm level production 
data. This process would also provide 
an important extension function to 
educate agricultural industries on 
insurance and the use of insurance as a 
risk management tool, which is critical 
to improve farmer buy-in and assist 
market penetration.

•	 Abolish stamp duty on agricultural 
insurance – Victoria and NSW abolished 
it in 2017.

•	 Invest in installation of BoM weather 
stations across the prime agricultural 
areas of Queensland.

•	 Commit to providing funding to 
implement the climate change 
recommendations from the review of 
the sector.

•	 Develop a readymade industry recovery 
project that can deploy industry officers 
immediately after a natural disaster to 
quicken recovery.

05. BIOSECURITY 
AND TRADE

•	 Provision of investment to fully 
implement biosecurity reviews and 
strategies.

•	 Initiate an annual biosecurity stocktake.

•	 Commit to matching industry 
biosecurity investment.

•	 Build biosecurity capacity – additional 
funding must be allocated to increase 
diagnostic capacity, close biosecurity 
knowledge gaps and boost response 
capability.

•	 Commit $200,000 over 12 months to 
develop co-regulatory pilot projects that 
empower industry and result in better 
biosecurity outcomes.

THE ENTIRE QFF STATE ELECTION POLICY PLATFORM CAN BE VIEWED AT QFF.ORG.AU

QFF’S VISION FOR  
INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE 
IN QUEENSLAND

This vision will only be achieved by capitalising on 
the opportunities in front of us and will not happen 
by accident – it will require deliberate and strategic 
action. The right policy settings and effective 
collaboration between industry, government and 
community are required to unleash the sector’s full 
potential. 

Reigniting productivity growth rates, which have 
been below other comparable nations for 20 years, 
is central to achieving this vision. Productivity growth 
in agriculture reflects increases in the efficiency of 
production processes over time, is a key determinant 
of farm profitability, and is important for maintaining 
international competitiveness. The prices we get 
in domestic and overseas markets are largely 
determined by things we can’t do much about, so we 
must focus on the only thing we have control over in 
the long term – how productive we are. 

For some time, QFF has advocated for a more 
inclusive ministerial forum to discuss agricultural 
issues as many are multi-dimensional and cross-
portfolio. A returning or incoming government must 
formalise this arrangement and address the policy 
issues raised in this document.

A VIBRANT AND THRIVING 

SECTOR PROVIDING FOOD, 

FIBRE AND AMENITY TO ALL 

QUEENSLANDERS


