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Dear Sir/ Madam, 

Re: Parliament of Australia: Inquiry into food security in Australia (October 2022). 

The Queensland Farmers' Federation (QFF) is the united voice of intensive and irrigated agriculture in 

Queensland. It is a federation that represents the interests of 20 peak state and national agriculture 

industry organisations and engages in a broad range of economic, social, environmental and regional 

issues of strategic importance to the productivity, sustainability and growth of the agricultural sector. 

QFF's mission is to secure a strong and sustainable future for Queensland farmers by representing the 

common interests of our member organisations: 

• CANEGROWERS

• Cotton Australia

• Growcom

• Nursery & Garden Industry Queensland (NGIQ)

• EastAUSmilk (formerly QDO)

• Australian Cane Farmers Association (ACFA)

• Turf Queensland

• Queensland United Egg Producers (QUEP)

• Queensland Chicken Meat Council (QCMC)

• Pork Queensland Inc

• Bundaberg Regional lrrigators Group (BRIG)

• Burdekin River Irrigation Area lrrigators Ltd (BRIA)

• Central Downs lrrigators Ltd (COIL)

• Fairbairn Irrigation Network Ltd

• Mallawa Irrigation Ltd

• Pioneer Valley Water Cooperative Ltd (PV Water)

• Theodore Water Pty Ltd

• Eton Irrigation Co-operative Ltd

• Lockyer Water Users Forum (LWUF)

• Queensland Oyster Growers Association (QOGA)

QFF welcomes the opportunity to provide comment on the Inquiry into food security in Australia 

(October 2022). We provide this submission without prejudice to any additional submission from our 

members or individual farmers. 
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onto direct policy that protects both the landholders' interests, but also the future of food security in 

Australia. 

QFF recommends that more funding needs to be prioritised for impacts of climate change on agriculture 

and the impacts to biosecurity from the inevitable increase of pests and diseases as the climate 

continues to warm. 

QFF and other peak agricultural organisations contribute in a consultative capacity to the compilation of 

a comprehensive food security policy. 

Utilise a whole of government approach for the development and implementation of policy on the reuse 

of water from sewage treatment plants as a sustainable option for agricultural water. 

Develop a water drought policy that facilitates a long-term strategy incorporating climate change and 

climate adaptation incentives to continue productivity when drought conditions are enacted by the 

state while reducing the economic impact on the agricultural sector. 

Implement policy that integrates the complex groundwater and soil relationship on farmland and the 

associated infrastructure required to maintain a healthy water and soil environment. 

Summary 

Queensland's agricultural sector has some of the highest input costs in the world. The sector also does 

not receive protections or subsidies as in other countries. While this has led Queensland's farmers to be 

some of the most efficient and productive in the world, in order to remain internationally competitive in 

our agricultural exports and maintain the affordability and access to fresh food for all Australian's, these 

costs must be addressed. Excessive costs and a lack of long-term price certainty in critical inputs, such as 

water and electricity, is eroding investment and investment confidence. 

Parity pricing, fertiliser costs and supply, domestic food prices, fuel, affordable energy, soil health, water 

availability and reliability, biosecurity, unseasonal climatic events and increase frequency of natural 

disasters, change in crops, workforce shortages and global supply shortages on the supply chain, are all 

going to impact the production, availability and supply of food. 

QFF suggests that a broader view of climate change, beyond disasters and food production, has yet to 

be fully integrated into food security policy, and supply chain governance and practice in Australia. As 

such, it is paramount that QFF and other peak agricultural organisations contribute in a consultative 

capacity to the compilation of a comprehensive food security policy. 

If you have any queries about this submission, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Sharon McIntosh at 

sharon@qff.org.au. 

Yours sincerely 

Ms Jo Sheppard 

Chief Executive Officer 
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